Frequency of the fragile X syndrome in Japanese mentally retarded males.
Among 243 institutionalized mentally retarded males in Japan, 13 patients (5.3%) with the fra(X)(q27) from nine families were detected. These 13 patients accounted for 8.6% of 152 male inmates with unknown causes of mental retardation in the population. One out of nine pedigrees had an apparently unaffected male transmitter of this disorder. Our data agree with the frequencies of the fra(X) syndrome in various retarded populations, most of which were Caucasians, suggesting that the prevalence of the fra(X) syndrome in Japanese is not significantly different from those in Caucasians.